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Syllabus is online, and the readings will be posted each week.

3 million Russian prisoners of war are also killed by the nazi’s
Also civilians in cities
Shows that this system was a killing system.
Although it was a killing system, it was advanced enough to withstand a war against the world.
Technologically the most advanced with the exception of the United States
Had the best cultural developments at the time.
Argument is that if this is something done by such an advanced society, why didn’t all modern societies do this?
Modernity does not mean Nazi Germany will happen, modernity is too broad.
Propaganda is a contributor to this killing system.
Archives of the fallen German state were taken, and are starting to be released.
Two theories of how the German state functioned with regards to extermination
1 theory was that there was a central functioning group under Hitler, then after that there was organization and orders
Other theory was that there was a bureaucracy and that orders would be sent out, and other orders created that came ahead each time.  Called cumulative (extermination?)
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Roots of the Stereotypes
Jew as “the other”, who is intent on harming society rather than helping it.
Was a matter of daily preaching and images?
Church images of the crucifixion where Jews are shown rather than Romans as killing Jesus.
Most populations of Europe, mainly the rural locations, most people are church-goers.  Even during the Hitler regime.
In Eastern Europe, most populations were deeply religious Christians (still are), and so this image of the Jews as the “other” is an old one.
Religious anti-Semitism never demanded the killing of Jews.  It just created negative images.  Killing of Jews was created as part of the political groups rather than religious.
Ghetto – word created by the Italians, the greatest ethnic group of all time.
Jewish ghettos were in their basic stage a way to get groups in a closer quarter in order to consolidate them.
Jews are the witnesses of the triumphant march of the church history towards the millennium, the return of Christ, and beyond. Were not part of it, yet they were present in history as witnesses.

How was this religious background moved to a secular anti-Semitism?
During the period of religious anti-Semitism, there was an economic dimension
Churches forbade loans with interest to other Christians.
Only the Jews were able to do it, along with Lombards (a group of Germans who eventually settled in Italy and established some kingdom).
May be the roots of capitalism
Due to this, Jews played a high financial role in society that was imposed by the Church, but accepted by society.
Other Jews were used as “court Jews”
They had a function in courts. 
They were financial advisers to the king
They were able to have taxes levied and such if it was seen fit.
Were the intermediaries between Jewish people and the rest of the society.

The entrance of modern times with Jews out of Ghettos and into society.
They arise out of the Ghettos with high hopes.
Napoleonic wars and other dynastic rulers had used Jews as a group, and thus Jews believed they would eventually be accepted by some countries.
These hopeful attitudes brought about modern anti-Semitism after the emancipation (apparently following the French revolution)


Modern Anti-Semitism
Modern Anti-Semitism is a reaction of society against rapid social mobility of Jews.
Took several forms:
Nationalism - In different countries, it began to develop differently.
Became ultra-nationalism.  Jews become part of the nation, but as a separate entity with roots elsewhere.
As they become important figures in societies that were nationalizing, competition arises as the initial anti-Semitic reaction.
Physicians may be seen as the first group.
Jew anti-Semitism in the financial world – 1870’s in Germany with the stock market crash.  In 1873 when the stock market crashes, the Jews are blamed since they were involved in the stock market. Economic anti-Semitism.
Jews in the media
Seen as interfering in the heart of the culture of a nation.
France’s Dreyfus affair as a prime example.
Dreyfus was an artillery officer in the French military.
Intelligence is somehow found that the designs for the new military plans were sent out.  Dreyfus was immediately accused.
Only evidence was that some documents had a “D” on them.
He is accused, lost his rank, his sword was broken in public, and he was sentenced to exile.
Shows the anti-Semitism, as soon as an officer is suspected, it goes against the Jew.
Takes 7 years to have him exonerated.
In 1946, when one of the leaders of the French extreme right was sent to court for collaborating with the Germans, this guy Morass, the head of some faction and who was now very old, said, “this is the revenge of Dreyfus”.
The groups against Dreyfus were the army and the church.  Old stories of the church stereotype with modern events.  
Overall message, with nationalism, if there is a culprit, it must be the Jew.

Racial component
The move towards racial anti-Semitism is a conjunction of racism and anti-Jewish beliefs.
In Europe, it arose from scientific endeavors and of finding new groups.  These were found in Africa, Asia, and the Native Americans
They were considered either Savage or totally different.
Becomes a reason for the idea of different races.
An initially innocuous idea of social classes that arose from biology. 
Leads to the idea that there are classifiable differences between animals, plants.
Why not humans?
Discovery of families of languages.
Germanic coming from Persia, then moving to Europe
The Semitic languages – Arabs, Jews
Language groups create an anthropological difference and classifications.
Studies such as Darwin’s Origin of Species in the 1850’s.
Evolution of species and the selection of the best, most adapted having the advantage.
Transferred under social Darwinism.
The basis of Racism.
Gobineaú
Wrote an essay in the 1850’s about the inequality of races where he distinguished between three races: The white, the yellow, and the black.
White – Culture creating
Yellow – Culture imitating
Black – Culturally savage
Mixing of races led to the lessening of the culture.  Offspring of two groups makes an offspring that is slightly inferior to the higher culture of the two.
Argued that it is already in effect.
Accepted in small racist German circles.
Was Darwin himself a racist?
There is one point which is unsettling.
A book written in the 1870’s called The Descent of Man.  Democracy is not good for civilization because democracies protect the weak and the ill.
Darwin argued that this is counter-selective.  If you protect those who by natural selection would have disappeared, you are going against the natural laws of natural selection.
As the Jew is considered the harmful “other”, Jews were in direct contact with white races.
This did not lead to a generalized racist disposition, but rather contributed to a racist atmosphere.
Two other racist studies.
Racial anthropology
Scientists trying to find the exact scientific differences between groups for classifications.
If someone was thought to possibly being Aryan rather than Jewish, they would be sent to an institute to be measured.
Eugenics
Eugenics is social engineering with social or ethnic groups.  A way to handle the social differences between racial groups.
Eugenics can be positive or negative.  Good: Young, strong couples should have a lot of children.  Bad: Those not in the good category should not have children.  Leads to sterilization and eventually death.
Was applied in the United States as well.
Indiana was the first state to apply it to law.
California had some before WWI as well.
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Hungary, Czech Republic, Russia were all places where there were cases or ritual murder where Jews are suspected of killing children to make Matza (20th century).
In all three cases, the accused were deemed innocent.
Religion did not lead directly to modern anti-Semitism.
Religion never demanded the killing of the Jews, although people killed Jews under the religious pretext.

Idea of a specific German Anti-Semitism
Had there not been the Nazi’s, there would not have been the idea of specific German anti-Semitism.
The question arose as a result of the Nazi development of Germany.
The argument is that Germany unified very late, in 1871.
Herder
Argued, without racism, that a nation was like a living organism.
People are part of the nation in a somewhat organic context.
Benedict Anderson’s concept of “imagined communities” for nations.
Invented concept of a nation which changes throughout time.
Reich – means “empire”.
Idea of the Reich had a mystical interpretation that was almost divine.  Was an idea for which many were aspiring was more than a state, but an element for which one wanted to live and die (like super nationalism/national identity).
There was no unified German state at this point in time.  It was solidified during the wars of the period.
Anti-Napoleon wars, fought by German volunteers, gave a consistence to the idea that there is a German nation.
Empire that is not Prussian is not Russian, but just German.  
Also brought on the idea that Germany is anti-west, since there was an inherent struggle against napoleon.
Napoleon was a French revolutionary when it came to war, he liberated Jews and non-Catholics whenever he conquered an area.
Some argue that this was the beginning of the anti-Jew sentiment.
Idea that Germany took a side that is anti-liberal.  Unification that was not open to foreign influence.
Does not mean that there is a lack of German liberalism, but merely means that the dominant current is not liberal.
This will eventually change after WWII
Bismarck – German chancellor until the 1890’s.
He smoked a lot of cigars and drank a lot of whiskey
Called the iron chancellor.  Unified Germany through Prussia.
Unified Germany from the top, which is to say that it began with the leadership and moved downward.
Unified by “blood and iron”.  Had three wars to unify Germany.  One against Denmark, then one against the Austrian Empire (Hapsburg Empire), and a final battle against France.  All fought by Germany, which was part of Prussia at this time.
German Empire is announced on French soil in the palace of Versailles.
When Germany is defeated in WWI, it is once again in the palace of Versailles where Germany must sign their defeat. 
There was a very strong aristocracy in Germany that invested heavily into industry.  The combination of these two factors caused the aristocracy to also become involved in the German economy.
Peasants during this period were extremely unincorporated.
Rapid modernization pushes this aristocracy further away from the peasantry.
England took over a century to industrialize, and also played out all the social problems associated with industrialization.  France never completely industrialized until after WWII.  Germany was a rural country until 1860’s.  Within thirty years, Germany industrializes so rapidly that no other country is as rapid, and created immense social pressure.  The political and military system was authoritarian, but the country was modernizing at such a rapid pace that it seemed an industrial proletariat.  So there is an industrial proletariat in regards to the social aspect of the country which was enveloped by an authoritarian political framework.
Germany had a non-existent colonial empire.  Although they eventually take a small part of Africa, Germany realistically has very little space.
Germany feels surrounded by the French, which eventually leads to a series of clashes that leads to WWI.

German Anti-Semitism
In Germany, anti-Semitism was more present in the social fiber than in France.
German idea of organic nationalism makes the integration of people who are foreign to the community very difficult.
Survives today with Turkish immigrants into German society.
Has a movement, the Voelkish movement.  
Idea of a nation with an organic entity.
The word Voelk refers to the people.
Voelkish movement said that, “you belong if you are rooted in the soil and in the culture”.  Means that your ancestors live here and you are 100% German speaking, German involved, and that you are rooted in the blood.  You had to have German blood, or you could never really become German.
The Voelkish identity makes it impossible for the Jews to be considered part of the Voelk.
Jews entered into German society with a political reaction.  Experienced the rise of strictly anti-Semitic parties in the late 1800’s.
1911 – The elections of 1911, the winning party were the Socialist party.
Thought to be the Jews who were in charge of the Socialist party
Large fear of the rise of socialist labor
Rise of the Pan-Germanic movement – fought for the acquisition of colonies.
Was a very small group during this time that followed the Wagner (the musician)
They believed that there should be a fight to the death between the Aryans and the Jews.  One of the groups will take over the world.
Houston Stewart Chamberlain – Wrote a book called “the foundations of the 19th century”.  Explains the “struggle to the death”.  He lived into the 1920’s.  He was visited by Hitler.  Chamberlain and Wagner were supporters of the Aryans during WWI.
During WWI, when the Germans say, “we are all German with no distinctions”, they go after the Jews within a few months.
This can be seen as the beginning.
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Unification of Germany -1871 – Leading up to WWI
Created a new nation that was demographically strong (more than France)
Very industrialized  threatened neighbors
France (West) and Russia (East)
France and Russia sign military alliance
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy for retaliatory alliance
British become closer & closer to France & Russia despite British & Russian conflicts abroad
Entente Powers (Britain, France, Russia)
Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy)
Creation of arms race, catalyzed by Germany and building of fleet  Britain feels directly threatened by German fleet
Idea of Pan-Germanism in Germany
Hitler later takes this up 
Berlin-Baghdad Railroad line
Unite all Germany abroad
Created Russian concern of German strength
Idea of Pan-Slavism in Russia
Contrary to German mvt.
Back & Support Slavs everywhere
In Balkans, Slavs went head-to-head with Austria-hungarians backed by Germany
1910-1914 – people started anticipating/expecting a war
each side believed it to be a quick easy victory

Austrian Franz Ferdinand (heir to throne)
Assassinated by Slavic police
Austrians saw this as an opportunity
Sent ultimatum with 10 conditions  Serbia rejects last condition and Austria invades
 Germany and France mobilize

Build up to WWI
Russian mobilization of 1914
Mobilize against Austria-Hungary
Made sure not against Germany because they knew they were a stronger military power
Weak railway system
Mobilize entire general army or none at all
Germany invades Belgium in order to get to Paris
Belgium is a neutral country  against rules
English come into war on the side of France & Russia
Germans send some of army to defend against the Russians
Idea of Trench warfare – characteristic of WWI
Even with frontal assault and artillery there was no progress on either side
Crucial year of 1917  political changes
Given stalemate, Germans use new weapon of combat gas on battlefield
Unlimited submarine warfare to blockade British shores
Began sinking American ships en route to Britain
April 1917, U.S. declares war on Germany

Russian Revolution
WWI was a war & a revolution
Tzar takes over all military control
Continual defeats at hands of Austria & Germany  lack of faith 
March 1917: Tzar resigns
1st revolution – liberal
2nd revolution – socialist
3rd revolution – Bolshecks and communists led by Lenin
Dec 1917: Lenin forms armistice with Germany
Germans take big chunks of Russia
Concentrate on western front
1918: came very close to Paris
western allies (Britain, France, U.S.) and intro of first tanks
August 1918: German military convinces emperor to call an armistice
Sense of betrayal & stab in the back is widespread sentiment through Germany
Had consequences in WWII  allies sought unconditional surrender
Nov. 11, 1918: Armistice is signed

German Revolution
Military disbanded, revolutions in Berlin, Bulvaria, etc…
Idea of permanent revolution by Lenin & Trovsky

Situation of Jews
On the surface, all countries embraced Jewish people following WWI
1. In Germany, sentiment changed very fast
without raw materials, corporations were developed
two Jews were put in charge of large corporations in Germany
2. November 1, 1916: census of Jews who served on the front line
exaggerated story of Jews not wanting to fight
3. 1917
Two camps of thought 
Liberal, peace of compromise 
Victorious conservatives
Jewish publishers/press wanted piece of compromise
Jews become scapegoats
Rosa Luxemburg becomes Revolutionary symbol
Killed and tortured
Idea that Jews are traitorous
myth created from Russia that Jews, capitalists and revolutionaries worked together
Jews brought down all different Emperors
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Parts of Class
1. Chances
2. Phases of Republic
3. Growing Anti-Semitism

Weimar Republic
Years of Republic helped lead to Adolf Hitler’s take over
Not unavoidable (1919)

Factors of Republic’s failures
Republic was result of defeat and treason by the government
Already resented from the start
Military did not sign Armistice
Instead, civilians were sent  so military was not portrayed as defeated
Keep the old elites/army in tact
Commanders were same as pre-Republic
They detested the new Republic & sought to restore the old empire
Judicial system was still heavily in favor of the right wing
Elected president of the Republic – Ebert
Asked army to suppress leftist revolutionary uprisings
In return, republic would not interfere with the army
Head of state and the head of the military had a secret agreement
Army serves the Reich and not the Republic
In sum
No change of elites
No dispersal of army
Army’s free reign and loyalty to the Reich
 brought doom to Republic and allowed Hitler’s extremism to come to prominence
 not unavoidable, but also not foreseen
Factors that couldn’t be foreseen
Crash of stock market and the ensuing economic crisis
Maneuvers of Hitler in his ascension to power
Pure chance that Hitler become Chancellor
Individual roles 

History of the Weimar Republic
Inter-war period: 1919-1939
20 year period split into parts
WWI to crisis of 1929  crisis of 1929 to WWII
Weimar Republic lasted from 1919 until 1933 when Hitler and Nazi party won election

3 Phases
1. Chaos: 1919-1923
2. Apparent Stabilization: 1924-1929
3. Economic Crisis/Recovery: 1929-1939

Note: John Maynard Keynes  predicted that the irreparable reparations imposed on Germany will lead to economic chaos and more extreme reactions

1. Chaos
Army’s suppression of leftist revolutions
Allies create Versailles Treaty  - France and England
Couldn’t rely on Russia – Bolshevik Revolution
U.S. withdraws from International scene
Congress doesn’t ratify the treaty
Idea was to put an end to Germany and German unification – France and England feared German uprising so harsh conditions were imposed
Unrealistic conditions:
1000,000 army without heavy weapons
no navy or air force
acquisitions of several German territories
French territories returned
New Polish state in the East
No unification w/Austria
Demand that war criminals be delivered to Allies
 major humiliation for Germany
 this condition accused Germany of starting the war
major guilt and responsibility
billions and billions of dollars in reparations
Huge burden on economy that was already faltering
Strict enforcement of reparation payments for next 20 years
Conditions led to 2 groups of thinking
1. Don’t adhere to conditions
2. Clever response to conditions
Prime Minister  Jewish – Ratineau
Pay but form unofficial deal with Russia
Develop commercial deal with Russia
June 1922
PM is murdered by German Nationalists
Murderes were caught and brought to trial
Nearly 2 million people came out for the funeral
Leftist extremists blamed Right wing for trying to bring down Germany
1923: Germany defaults on reparation payments
France and Belgium occupy Germany’s industrial section
As a result, currency dropped in value
Rapid inflation
Led to wipe out of middle class
Lost enormous amounts of money
Economic crisis
Led to 2 real attempts to take over power
Communists
Military coup in Munich by Hitler  failed
U.S. invests enormous loans to Germany
Stabilized new German currency
2. Period of Stabilization
Dowes: Re-organization of reparations and currency
Joined League of Nations
Clarified western borders, NOT eastern borders
Briand Treaty (1927-8)
Outlawed was of aggression
“new era”
Beginnings of Chaos and 3rd Phase
2 years later (1930-33)
wall street crash led to economic crisis
U.S. crash felt across Europe because of money/loans from U.S. to Germany  Widespread Depression
In Germany, parties were elected to office rather than individuals
Chancellor is granter power to rule by decree
4 elections starting in 1930
Nazi party grew to 16% of population
In 1932, Nazis dropped to 3%
October 1932 elections, people believed Hitler was done and his time passed
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Rise of Hitler
Hitler comes to power – Jan. 30th, 1933

Mussolini
Dismissed by own party & as head of state
Arrested when walking out of king’s meeting
went to Germany – later killed by Italians
Attempt to assassinate Hitler by Staffenberg
Failed, Hitler lives on with charisma and fervor
What was nature of link between Hitler and German people
1930 election – 3% of population
something happened between 1930-32
Hitler had charisma on top of bureaucratic system
Wrapped German people behind the idea of victory and success
Permanent dedication by German people to the Furor personality 
Fight to last minute
Hitler was voice of people
Hitler was manifestly obsessed with idea of terminating the Jews
Mother died of cancer when he was young
Doctor was Jewish  but insensible theory and no real evidence that this hadn’t any implications 
Phases of Hitler’s Career
Born in 1889 nearby Linz in Austria (war started in 1939 – 50th birthday)
Major interest in history
Father dies early, mother dies at age 15
FIRST PHASE: Move to Vienna and beginnings of Hitler’s political life
Fails to get accepted into architectural school
Pension from father’s job w/half sister
Draws paintings and sold by Jewish partner
No clear obsession w/Anti-Semitism at this stage in his life
Even though Vienna was noticeably Anti-Semitic
Lueger & Scherner – 2 politicians in Vienna
Highly probable that Hitler absorbed some of these ideologies – no proof of this
In 1913, flees Austria – doesn’t want to be part of Austrian army
Goes to Germany and volunteers for Bavarian army in WWI – great soldier
Served as a runner & rewarded for his bravery
Jewish captain gives him an Iron Cross
Never speaks of Anti-Semitism
***Blinded by Gas and sent to hospital in Prussia***
Started to get better, but when heard of defeat – shocked so bad he lost sight again
Ends period of non-political life
Links two topics
***Decided to go into politics and “by fighting the Jew, he is doing the work of the Lord”  Mein Kampf***
Goes to HQ of Bavarian army
Assigned to be propaganda director
Speak to armies
Sent to Munich school
Very stubborn debator
Sent to join a small party of workers that are on the strong-right
Very nationalistic  joins German Worker’s Party
Meeting of left and extremist right wings
Not a leader, but recognized as a great orator within the party
Party introduction of the 25 points – to renew/reinvent Germany
Not by presented Hitler
1921-22 is recognized as the leader of the German Worker’s Party – “Furor”
forms coalition of several right wing parties
“Brown shirts” – attacked opponents
Hitler’s idea that violence attracts attention
November 1923  Marches on city hall and Fails
Attempts to march on city hall in Munich
Stopped and shot at by police and taken to jail
SECOND PHASE: 1924-1930 – Beginning with imprisonment and steady rise
During trial, Jury was very lenient because he was a right wing leader
Hitler makes a speech during trial
Accuses his  opponents as the real criminals
Becomes National figure
Very lenient imprisonment
Visitors, apartment, etc.
1925 he is out of jail
reorganizes the party
attempts to get elected to power
***plays game of Parliamentary Democracy in order to put an end to it***
1924-1930
never manages to bring his party to prominence
1930
elections: Hitler jumps from 3% to 16% of votes
gains parliamentary seats
raises questions of who voted for him
Nazis gained votes from middle parties
more than young than old; more women than men; protestant than catholics; small towns than big cities; middle-classes: those afraid of losing jobs
***FEAR was a great factor***  Hitler always speaks of fixing the German problems
THIRD PHASE: 1930-1933 – Quick ascension to Chancellorship and beyond – “Furor”
Nothing unavoidable in Hitler’s ascension to power
***Communists and socialists blocked Hitler’s path to power***
1932 – Hitler is candidate to presidency
July 1932 – Hitler receives 33% of vote for Chancellorship
October 1932 – Hitler loses 3 million votes  “End of Nazis”
President Hindenberg convinced that Hitler is only man to restore order in Germany
Hitler had 2 million “Brown Shirts” waiting his orders
Nothing bad can happen – Hitler may be Chancellor, but there are also 15 ministers who can keep him in check – figure head.
January 1933 – President Hindenberg appoints Hitler to Chancellorship
Nazi Ideology
Central theme is race and conflict of racial groups
Racial historical evolution (developed from Social Darwinism)
Racial hierarchy  Arians on top
Jews would do everything to suppress Arian evolution and take over/instill their own will on the world – Protocols and the “Wise men of Zion”
London times showed protocols were a forgery
 became 2nd best seller in Germany
Protocols  were used as Nazi propaganda
Jews as the enemy of humankind
Aim of Nazis  separate/segregate the Jews from civilization
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Anti-Jewish
Political Environment – How regime organized
Laws of 1933
Reaction and end of Elites  Effects on Jewish minority
last wave of Nazi excitement and propaganda

When Hitler came to power in ***January 30, 1933***
March 5th, 1933 – new elections
reorganized electoral structure in those 5 weeks – in order to increase power
February 7th, 1933
Building of Reichstag went up in flames
Idea that Nazis were behind this to use it against the communist party
In fact, this was not the case
Fire was caused by one Dutch Communist
Hitler immediately seizes occasion and demands from him, immediate free powers to protect the state
February 28th, 1933  full power granted to Hitler to protect state because of “threats” from communists party
Communists were hunted all over Germany and first concentration camps were established
Day of election (March 5th) – Communist party was no longer in the running
Still included in the ballot
Results were skewed
Nonetheless, Nazis did NOT get majority – 44%
In order to have stable government, they needed 50%
Right extremists and conservatives formed coalition with Nazi Party and now there was a majority
***on March 23th, 1933 Hitler demands full powers for 4 years***
need 2/3 majority for this decree
Catholic Center Party held balance  vote for Hitler (in agreement with the Vatican)
Vatican was interested in agreement with Germany even under Hitler’s rule
***Announced goals of Nazi Party at this time***
Re-establishing German greatness
Bringing back prosperity and order in the country
Promise of bringing Germany into Economic Prosperity  Public work programs
Put communists in jail  welcome by whole middle class
Eradicate humiliation of Versailles Treaty after WWI
re-armament and abandoning League of Nations
Jewish issue was not paramount at the time
Within the party, this is a big issue

Two forces with influence along with Hitler
President – Hindenburg (even though old)
simply died  Hitler jumps on occasion
With death of Hindenburg instead of naming new president, abolishes the title and appoints himself “Furor”
***Hitler becomes soul authority in the state***
Military – Still very conservative
in 1934, liquidate/execute Brown Shirt leadership
Army was pleased with him
***After Hitler becomes “Furor,” (Commander-in-chief and Chancellor) every soldier takes oath to uphold ideals of president and allegiance***
General sentiments in Germany
Within a few weeks, the government loses its power
Disband trade unions  anything that is organized labor
Nazi workers organization was established for all workers called the Labor Front  organized labor is terminated  no strikes
In July, Political parties were disbanded
only party remaining was Nazi party
only one youth organization  Hitler Youth
Within 6 months  radical change
Still impossible to predict the future 

Anti-Jewish measures
Shows Hitler’s obsession and influence from Nazi extremists
Manipulates both sides 
First measure
decision of general boycott of Jewish businesses 
start on April 1st, 1933
not just a boycott  Brown shirts tried to block Jewish businesses
FAILED on the same day, how do you define a Jewish business?
Foreign countries boycotted German exports
Boycott creates economic crises  Don’t touch businesses
Second measure
April 7th – Civil Service Law
Access to look at files of all German civil servants
Weed out potential enemies of state
Paragraph 3 
“anybody deemed as Jewish will have to leave the Civil Service”
Why so important? For first time since Jewish emancipation in Europe, a country decided to revert back and segregate and isolate the Jews
1 parent is Jewish or 3 grandparents
There were exceptions – Jews could keep civil service jobs if they had been fighters in WWI
5,000 out of 2 million 
Two laws in April
Law expelling Jewish lawyers and judges from their positions and law expelling Jewish physicians from their positions
with same exceptions as Civil Service Law
Why is Hitler so careful?
because any physician or lawyer has many clients
Especially physicians  very close to family clients
Would potentially create a lot of ill will among general population
Have to do “only the bare necessary”
Law against over crowding schools and universities
Puts a quota on Jewish students (5%) and incoming Jewish students (1%)
Fall 1933
Law getting Jews out of the media industry
Over 30,000-40,000 out of 525,000 German Jews leave the country
Following year, many want to come back  Germans didn’t take them back
World is in midst of Economic crisis  couldn’t find jobs abroad
***Reactions to these laws by the Population***
The churches 
Distinction between Protestants and Catholics
Lutheran (protestants) – tradition of closed links between power and religion
1/3 of all Protestants were dedicated to Nazi Party – “German Christians”
Civil Service Law - 29 out of 18,000 pastors of Jewish background
expel them from church
Brings about counter-movement (Confessing Church) never protests against Jewish measures, only against converted Jews  Nazis want church to abandon conversion ( race and not faith is the foundation) 
Catholics – hostile to Nazi party because they put race above baptism, marriage, religious dogma, etc…
 The universities
Many Jewish professors would try to hold their lectures
disrupted by Brown Shirts and Nazi Youth
universities were afraid of Student Nazi Organization
***May 10th, 1933*** - Symbolic of rapid Anti-Semitism
All books, not deemed national or by Jewish authors, would be burned 
Chant slogans while destroying books – German renewal – “Wake up Germany, Jew Die”
Faculty members participated
There was no protest because it was too dangerous – too many threats because of savage atmosphere among students  FEAR
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Year of respite (also known as the year of Crisis) 1934?
1933 –
Hitler seen as a savior for Germany
Started public works, brought people back to the world market.
First concentration camps established (like prisons, not extermination camps)
First entrants were communists and socialists, not Jews.
1934 – 
Discontent begins to appear
Although the economy is beginning to pick up, it is not in full swing. 
The international situation was also in question with regards to trade.
People begin accusing the party of not doing their job.
Brown shirts are causing problems after they “led the party to victory”
Wanted spoils.  Attacked Jews on the streets as well as passer by’s and being violent and drunk in public.
There were 4.5 million brown shirts by 1934.
People were also concerned with the conservative right.
People were promised that they would pick Hitler and he would unite everyone and take care of the situation.
However, once Hitler is in charge, the conservative right is pushed aside.  Upon noticing that the brown shirts were causing problems, they started a silent and private opposition to Hitler.
Von Papen wanted to go to Hindenberg and ask him to proclaim martial law and let the army take over.
Von Papen makes a speech in june of 1934 at a university taking aim against the government.  Says that the chaos from the brown shirts was unacceptable, and that this government was causing problems for the country
Speech is immediately forbidden, but is talked about all over.
Rohm, general who was a professional soldier and head of the storm troopers, began speaking about a second revolution.
Were extremely violent and guarded meetings and such.
They were disgruntled because they received low pay if any at all.
Were not getting anything for their work.
Hitler is pressured by Rohm to let Rohm create the new German army from his troops.  Hitler had to choose between his old companion Rohm and his troops, or the Prussian aristocracy who he disliked.
Hitler realized that he could not rebuild Germany’s strength without the professional army.  However, Rohm was stylizing him himself as the new leader for a “second revolution”.  Hitler gets really pissed over Rohm’s drunk conversation, and gathers some men from within the brown shirts, the SS (very disciplined, ruthless faction within the brown shirts, called the black shirts.  Had a chain of command and loyal to Hitler) and has Rohm send the brown shirts on leave for a month in June of 1934.
Hitler then wants to speak to the leaders of the brown shirts, Rohm and his assistants, and speak to them about the second revolutions and such.  Will meet June 30, 1934.
On June 29, the SS fed Hitler information about what was happening in the ranks of the SA (some was false, some was true, about trying to take power).  Hitler goes to the meeting with some of his closest friends, and gets there early with 20 people, goes from room to room, and kills everyone.  He takes Rohm to prison, as Hitler is hesitant to kill Rohm.  Leaves Rohm in prison with a  pistol to kill himself, but he does not, so Hitler gets two SS guys to go in there and kill him. 
This play to kill Rohm gains him the respect of the army, even though Hitler was simultaneously killing the conservative elements.
Hitler now gained the support of the army.
Hindenberg dies of old age in August.
Hitler takes the title Fuhrer and Chancellor of Germany
Army agrees to take an oath to Hitler within a day.
Leader of the SS was Himmler.  The second in command was Heydrich.  Heydrich was the brain of the operations, even though Himmler himself was very intelligent.
Heydrich was the organizer.
SS begins at a few thousand in 1934.  By the beginning of the war, they have about 100,000.  By the later part of the war they were in the millions.
Were in charge of concentration camps, executions, and were the terrorizing element of the army.
Hitler’s action to kill Rohm was seen as a statement.  He was willing to kill those close to him if they were to work against the country.  He is viewed as the ultimate source of law.  If he decided something, it happened.
Hitler was concerned about an alliance between the Polish and the French, which would box him in on both sides.
Non-aggression treaty between Germany and Poland is signed unexpectedly.
Fucks France’s security.
Hitler travels to Italy to visit Mussolini.
He didn’t enjoy the visit, since he didn’t know that Mussolini would show up in full uniform, whereas Hitler came in a little suit, and it made Mussolini look bossy.
However, he remembered that Mussolini wanted Austria independent, without German occupation.
In June 1934, Hitler promised Mussolini that Austria will not be touched.
Austrian Nazi party thought of taking power in Vienna and installing a Nazi government, without asking Germany (Hitler may have known). 
July 25, 1934, Austrian Nazi’s attack the residence of the Prime minister of Austria and kill him.  They are caught and jailed, and they Austrians put in a new Chancellor
A complete fiasco for Hitler, since although he didn’t order it, it made him look bad.
A few weeks after this, Hitler brings back general conscription against the decisions of the Versailles treaty.
Stresa declaration – the three countries will do all they can to maintain the status quo in Europe.  Meant that no one would touch the Austrian borders, and Austria will remain independent.  Within the declaration was one word which people later said they didn’t pay attention, status quo, “in Europe”.  Mussolini realized that he can do whatever he wants outside of Europe.  He takes Ethiopia right after.
Consequences:
League of nations imposed sanctions on Italy (ooo tsk tsk)
No one sells oil or gas to italy
British grudgingly threatens sanctions, but do not enforce them.
This pisses off Mussolini and so he leans towards Germany.
Germany and Italy’s pairing up makes the German army seem more threatening.
In March 1936 as a result of all those changes, Hitler will take his first daring step on the international scene by ordering the German army to mobilize to western Germany to the Rhineland that was supposed to be demilitarized.  Europe does not respond and it sends a message that Germany is going to get stronger.
Aside: at the Nerumberg trials, the head of the armed forces for the Germans was asked “what if the French or british had reacted to the Rhineland takeover?” the response was that Hitler would have retreated and been ruined.
The Jewish Situation
During this time, many of the Jews had emigrated.
By 1934, many wanted to come back
The feeling was that those who were really threatening (attacking them on the streets, etc. the brown shirts) were gone, so it might be safe to come back.
They were not allowed to come back.
Segregation brought back, “no Jews or dogs allowed in restaurants”
Daily humiliation and exclusion from all public places that they were used to going to 
Jewish music outlawed.  Jews react by setting up their own cultural association where they would play only for Jews.  Called the Jewish Cultural Association.
Immigration
Jews were not in a hurry to leave Germany due to a lack of employment.
Also, the exchange rates between the Reichstag and the dollar for Jews was adjusted to simply screw the Jews.
Relation between Germany and Jews in Palestine.  Palestine wanted the Jewish immigrants to come over.  The German government signed an agreement with the Jewish leadership in Palestine to make it easy for German Jews to go to Palestine.  Called the Transfer agreement.
Exceptions: Courageous moments.  Famous Jewish chemist who introduced gas warfare and figured out how to mass produce it for the Germans.  Party forbid a memorial for him.  


[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_8][bookmark: _WNTabType_8]Year of Crisis/Respite - 1934	1/27/09 11:02 AM

February 3rd, 2009
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City of Nuremburg
Annual rallies in the city
1935 – Party Rally of Freedom
Background (Context)
Growing segregation
Spontaneous snowball effect
Constant initiatives taken by average citizen 
Harassment of Jews to look better in front of regime
Emergence of Jewish schools 
some children were Christian, but of Jewish background  question of keeping them in German schools?
Ideologically upheld initiatives from Government
1933 – law of citizenship that excludes Jews 
Ministry of Justice and Party organizations
intent on forbidding marriage between Jews and Germans
Even before Nuremburg laws, courts didn’t recognize Jewish/German marriage
Most important factor was the disgruntled segments of the party
Brown Shirts started getting violent towards Jews
Constant acts of spontaneous violence coming from the ranks of the Brown Shirts
Targeted Jews in order to draw public attention
Several calls to put violence to an end
economically disruptive
public fear
interference with government and laws
In Munich and Berlin
People were beaten up in the street if they looked remotely Jewish
Organized violence coming from Party
Police wouldn’t interfere
Hitler sought to channel this energy and put an end to spontaneous acts of violence
Trend of civil society segregation
All in all, not one social group took initiative of protesting and rejecting these actions
Persecution of Jews was openly known and accepted
not churches, universities, citizen groups
Administration catalyzes segregation with push of radical segments of Nazi Party
Stage is set
Unclear when it’s decided
Announcement of Laws
Took the other side by surprise
overcame protests from legal side
Hitler makes a speech that is threatening (not in reference to Jews)
If state bureaucracy continues to falter, there will be serious actions taken
Two days later (asks help from two specialists)
Hitler announces law that abolishes marriage between Jews and Germans 
Then follows up with law of citizenship  need to identify who is Jewish before the chance to forbid marriage
Demands four different formulation
A, B, C, D
Chooses D which is less extreme
crosses out line that says “Laws are restricted to all Jews”
Sept. 15, 1935
Last day of rally
Hitler announces (in final speech) that laws will be announced
hopes that this will settle problem of Jewish place in German society
If state bureaucracy stands in way, then whole legislation will be transferred by law and implemented by NAZI party
Generally mentions laws in front of whole Reichstag
Convenes Reichstag (Parliament) in honor of the party and in honor of the laws
Not just an administrative act  ceremonial
Goering (second to Hitler) reads the laws (3)
Law of the Flag – Nothing to do with Racial Laws
Colors of Germany will be red, black, and white
Swastika flag will be official flag of the new Reich – becomes flag of the nation of Germany
Law of Citizenship (General)
General principle is that only people of German blood (racially belonging to German nation) can be German citizens – immediately points to Jews
Law for the protection of German blood and honor
No Jew can marry a German (of Arian blood)
No sexual relations are allowed between Jews and Arians
Now, how to define what is a Jew, what is forbidden, what are the categories
Debate within Party and Hitler’s decision about scope of laws
Two opposing factions
Radicals who want to enforce extreme sanctions
State proponents who wanted to discuss categories
Is a Jew whoever descends from 3 or 4 Jewish grandparents (how are they defined  by religion) – a majority
Crazy legislation because define race as an ends of religion 
What happens to those who are only partly Jewish?
This where major clash occurs between Party extremists and State mediators
Jews who are descended from only 2 Jewish grandparents is Jewish if that person belongs to Jewish community or has a Jewish spouse
Many Jews were married to Christians (tens to hundreds of thousands of spouses would be tagged)
If not either above, they are considered mixed breeds of the first degree (1/2 Jewish)
If descended from one Jewish grandparent (3/4 Arian)
Become mixed breeds of the second degree (1/4 Jewish)
What did Hitler want with these mixed categories?
Admitting that the middle categories could create bad blood
How do you eliminate mixed breeds?
Mixed breeds of the second degree can only marry Germans  cannot marry Jews
would become German Arians within a generation (1/8 Jewish) considered equivalent to German
Mixed breeds of first degree could marry Jews, not allowed to marry Germans except with special permission from the Furor (Hitler himself)
This would push them into category of Jewish
Exceptions  Hitler would push them to being Arian if they were very important
Mixed breeds could marry within themselves but will avoid having children
Regarding Third Law
Not only marriage is forbidden, intercourse is also forbidden
Intercourse is defined as any intimate relation that either party gets pleasure out of
Sully Arian partner's honor and blood
Courts constantly debated
German woman who initially married to Jew
Spouse dies and now she re-marries an Arian
Is the child that she had with her Jewish husband Arian or tainted with Jewish blood
Forced point – Reactions of German Population and Jews in Germany
No one protested – not Jews nor Germans
general German population
either they were anti-Semitic or apathetic and cared more about the restoration of order
no more violent actions on the streets
huge economic advantages
Jews
Ultra-orthodox were very pleased
General Jewish population
now laws have defined the space in which we can live 
legal system, in a way, defends us from spontaneous violence
Jews outside of Germany didn’t protest either
Added point
Was it planned or hap-hazard?
Had Hitler planned this initially?
Both are correct
No plan of Jewish extermination at this stage, EXCEPT…
Hitler speaks with Gross
no further violent initiatives from the party can be allowed (Berlin Olympics in 1936)
Then we can put economic pressure for the to leave, eventually European continent
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History 183A

Announcements
Midterm, next Tuesday – bring Blue Book
Today’s material for the Final

Nazis discriminated against not just the Jewish People
1. Targeted groups other than Jews
2. Way the state indoctrinated ideas among the masses
3. Terror Organizations

1. Three categories
political enemies
Leadership of the Brown Shirts was killed as well as other conservative leaders  message from Nazi Leadership, don’t mess with us
Main political enemies were on the left
Communists – organized extreme left
Communist party in Germany was one of major parties under the Weimar Republic
Rise of Stalin in Russia
Based strategies off of the communist successes in Russia
Two Terrible mistakes
Wait for Hitler to rise to power, then communists will take over  Hitler and Nazi party ascended to power and masses followed suit  
Go underground when Hitler ascends to power, disappear among population  citizens denounced communists and reported them to the Gestapo 
Socialists – all over Europe
Lacked ability to compete with aggressive and extreme Nazi strategies
Leadership believed in non-confrontational protest and propaganda
Free-masons
Catholic Church
“Culture Kampf”
At beginning, Catholics were hostile to radical, extreme regime
On the list of political enemies, but never heavily punished
Hitler wanted to target political enemies to quell any sense of uprising and division
racially undesirable people
Physically and mentally handicapped
July 1933
Law for the prevention of genetically diseased offspring
Prevent reproduction from individuals that included a list of diseases
What were measures taken?
On the streets, genetically diseased would be compulsory sterilization
It was not patient’s nor family’s right to be sterilized
Enforced by the government (state would decide)
These people felt compelled to tell government about their diseases
From 1933-1945, 400,000 would be sterilized
Hitler mentions in speech (before he becomes national leader) that mentally ill/handicapped should be tolerated – wanted to appear tolerant to masses
Until specific incident, (when euthanasia was order – “mercy killing”)
In 1938, a father asks Hitler personally to kill his seriously handicapped baby (no arms or legs) in the name of the race
Hitler sends his personal physician to put an end to the child’s life
State was now deciding who would live/die
Internal decree (not publicized), mid-wives and physicians should report any newborns with defects
Before euthanasia order and war started, already keeping tabs on the physically handicapped
Gypsies
Not many living in Germany, but in Austria and Bulgaria
In a sense, nomads who move place to place because of continual persecution and discrimination
Considered “asocial” and accused of stealing
Gypsies were perceived as serious threats
Before the war, Gypsies were put into concentration camp near Berlin
“Asocials”
People who cannot keep a job, repeated “accidents”
Persecution of gays is heavily debated
Only openly and active gays were sent to concentration camps
Hitler had pathological homophobia
Relatively small group of people, but nonetheless, eliminated
2.  Consequences after Nuremburg Laws for these people
Nuremburg Laws primarily targeted Jews
New law
Marriage between Germans and Negros (and their “bastards”) and gypsies is forbidden
Interesting “zig-zags” to not offend other countries or populations, but against any form of racial mixing (Example of Japanese)
Must be compatibility in physical appearance (tall man can’t marry a small woman)
On assumption that East Asian women were of smaller stature than German men
Needed all types of court ordered compatibilities in order to get married
Not anti-Semitism, but anti-Jew
To appease protests from Egyptians and Arabs
Propaganda
Germany was under constant stream of propaganda
Radio, newspapers, newsreels
Controlled by Ministry of Propaganda
Every morning, there was a particular issue to deal with and other issues should not be touched
Very severe control of the written press and newsreels
Harder to control the radio
Resort to penalty of death for listening to music from enemy countries  took all sorts of measures and regulations
Germans took Jazz and transformed it into German Nazi Jazz  by approved German composer
Some youngsters took to protest by playing the “real” Jazz
Entered every aspect of life with constantly the same themes
Jews were the enemy
Hitler, “The Furor,” was our messiah
He grew immensely powerful and popular because of this constant propaganda (in addition to other factors)
Nazification of every association in Germany
German Women, Youth Association, German Professors, Physicians, Doctors, etc… 
Couldn’t escape the oversight of the Nazi party
Grew up being “socialized” in the Third Reich
Younger generation was much more fanatic than their parents  children denounce parents for protesting the regime
Education system (look at the textbooks)
3.  Organizations and Terror
For most Germans, they were happy to not be German, Gypsy, etc…
Hitler was supported until the end

1970s, colleague study reactions form real working families in Germany during Nazi regime
most responded that it was a good time in their lives
Weimar republic  chaos, economic recession  low living standards
When Hitler rises to power  jobs, stable pay, war period was just a little break from the newfound prosperity
People remember the Nazi period as one of the better times in their lives
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